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The termination of the Feuardent-Cesnola 
libel suit was an absolute and legally conclusive 
vindication of General di Cesnola. The verdict 
pronounces the collection of Cypriote antiquities 
sold to the Metropolitan Museum of Art to be 
genuine, and not made up of "unrelated parts." 
The other counts against the defendant related to 
unsavory comments made upon the plaintiff's 
character, and were merely side issues to the one 
question concerning the collection. 

The difference in the course pursued by the 
plaintiff and the defendant was marked, and it is 
unfortunate, not only in the cause of public 
decency but in its ultimate effect upon Mr. 
Feuardent's reputation, that he should have 
adopted a policy of vituperation and defamation. 
He indulged in it in his letters and pamphlets 
before the case reached the courts, and his counsel 
were unmeasured in their assaults upon .General 
di Cesnola during the trial. The fallacy of this 
mode of procedure has been so often demonstrated 
that lawyers must be exceedingly short-sighted 
who fail to see that an intelligent jury is con- 
vinced by facts, not by scandal. 

The reports circulated — evidently in the in- 
terest of the plaintiff— were undignified, and, 
doubtless, in the main, untrue. It would seem as 
if the insults put upon General di Cesnola in 
the court room would have satisfied the most 
vindictive spirit, and the public might have been 
spared the mortification of listening to slurs and 
insinuations thrown broadcast by those who 
professed to be in the innermost circles of the 
General's supporters. 

Whence these reports originated we know not. 
It is a sufficient refutation of them that the 
Trustees of the Museum, since the conclusion of 
the trial, have officially made known their entire 
confidence in General di Cesnola. Mr. Feuardent 
is reported to have said, "the result is a great 
victory for the other side ;" he should permit it 
then to rest : the motion made the other day by 
his attorney for a new trial should be discouraged. 
The public has now paid from $10,000 to $15,000 
in the court expenses of this case, for the single 
purpose of satisfying Mr. Feuardent's spleen, adver- 
tising the fact that he has a collection. of bric-a- 
brac in this city which he is desirous of selling 
in job lots, and bringing into publicity various 
artists and journalists of fugitive abilities who 
attached themselves to his interests. If Mr. 
Feuardent persists in reopening the case, there 
should be discovered some statute making it 
necessary for him to pay all the expenses, includ- 
ing the judge's salary. It is crowding the public 
rather too much to ask a repetition of this rub- 



bish. If the gentleman likes this sort of- adver- 
tising he should be willing to pay for it. 

The sensible course, however, would be to 
admit, as Mr. Clarence Cook has, that he knows 
nothing about it in fact, and quietly withdraw. 
Is there not some good friend who will offer this 
suggestion ? 



A bill recently introduced into Congress* 
looking to government aid in state education, 
was accompanied by the statement that there are 
1,871,217 illiterate voters in the United States ; and 
a prominent daily paper in this city in referring 
to the fact makes the astounding assertion, that 
"illiteracy may co-exist with all the highest and 
most essential virtues of citizenship," and literacy 
" with most of the defects and vices which tend 
to check progress." 

That literacy is the highest attainment to 
which human kind is susceptible, may possibly 
be a debatable question, but it is taking an 
unusual and an unnatural view of it to .affirm 
that it is, other than in the most strained and 
exceptional . instances, an ally or even & possible 
associate of vice. That the opposite of this 
proposition is true, a brief glance at the crime 
statistics of the country will show-. Ip- the far West, 
in those settlements made up almost entirely of 
the worst and most ignorant elements of Eastern 
society, who had gone thither seeking a mining 
fortune, vice predominated and ' criminal deeds 
were proportionately more numerous, than in the 
East. To-day in the South, where; there are great 
numbers of illiterate negroes and, still more to be 
deplored, large numbers of . equally ignorant and 
less valuable whites, naturally the percentage of 
crime is large. 

For a country claiming the degree of intelli- 
gence that th)s country does, it seems as though 
an illiterate twenty per cent, of its total voters, 
shows an unaccountable indifference to the 
advantages offered every citizen to improve his 
mental condition. 



It has been the custom of the Art Amateur to 
give its annual original illustration about the first 
of the year.' We were unfortunate enough in our 
January issue to have used its last year " original," 
having ourselves found it in the Bartholdi cata- 
logue. Unconscious that this little illustration had 
borne the burdens of twelve issues of the interest- 
ing journal in question, we neglected to properly 
credit it. 

Learning of its magnitude later, we hastened 
in our February issue to frankly explain and 
apologize. 

The unnecessary reference to the subject in 
this month's Art Amateur, however, evinces a dis- 
position on that side to magnify a trivial matter 
for the sake of gratuitous advertising. 



The ceiling shown on page 203 is a modern 
adaptation of ancient Egyptian designs, con- 
ventionalized for the employment of the prevail- 
ing subdued tints so popular at the present day. 
As a partial suggestion for the colors it would be 
well to use in carrying out this design, we would 
say the ceiling should be sky blue ; the squares at 
corners, a deeper shade of blue, half circles red, 
and golden effect in flowers ; inside frieze, greenish 
drab, terra cotta and gold ornaments ; border, 
deep terra cotta; centre piece, treated similarly 
but lighter ; cove, . peacock blue, gold and colored 
ornaments ; wall, reddish olive ; ornaments two 
lighter shades of same color and gold. 



